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Friends of Dunvant Park 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

Monday 24th April, Gospel Hall, Dunvant Road, 7.30-8.30pm 
 

1. Attendance and Apologies for absence 
Attendance: Joanne Fitton (Chair), Paddy Bradbury, Michael Bradbury, Marcia Millis, Hazel Arnold, Hilary 
Stephens, Jeff Jones, Carole Dally, Mary Jones, Jen Raynor, Brian Fox, Kay Fox, Paul Dally, Jamie Neal, Louise 
Gibbard, David Evans 
 

2. Committee Reports- written reports already circulated (attached p3) 
a. Chair/ Vice Chair 

JF thanked all the committee and members for their work during the year. She noted the difficulties 
we had encountered in our plans for the Pavilion but we will continue to use it for events. Our 
biggest success of the year was the installation of the new play equipment which has been very well 
received by local families, as have the picnic benches. We are now working on achieving status as a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). She thanked the Dunvant and Killay councillors for their 
financial donations. 

b. Secretary 
LG noted that we had held our Easter event which made around £100 profit since the written report 
was circulated. She noted the large numbers on the Facebook group, page and mailing list but 
regretted this wasn’t translated into full membership. She apologised for not keeping the website up 
to date and asked for help in this regard. 

c. Treasurer/ Vice Treasurer 
PD circulated a summary of the accounts, which were approved. 
 

3. Election of Committee for 2017/18 
KF proposed that the current officers be re-elected, JR seconded. Agreed unanimously. 
2017/18 committee 
Chair Joanne Fitton 
Vice Chair Jamie Neal 
Secretary Louise Gibbard 
Treasurer Paul Dally 
Vice Treasurer Brian Fox 
 

4. Motions 
a. To adopt a new constitution compatible with establishing Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) 

status 
• A draft of the new constitution, based on the set format issued by the Charities Commission, 

was circulated. Agreed to allow the committee to proceed with the final draft and apply for 
CIO status. 

• It was noted that this status will provide clarity and certainty around issues like personal 
liability for the committee. 

 
b. To set membership fees for 2017/18 at £1 a year 

• All agreed, with the addition of the word ‘minimum’.  
• Membership fees for 2017/18 set at minimum of £1 a year 
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Discussion 
There was  a discussion on the ‘priorities’ sheet (see attached p5) which had been kindly drawn up by DE 
based on the masterlist discussed in previous meetings. 
 
JR and MJ noted that young people were still very keen for skate facilities to be installed. BF talked to 
families and young people during the Easter event and there was a lot of enthusiasm for both refurbishment 
of the tennis court and skate facilities. Agreed CD to look for funding for a) tennis court £3.5k and b) 
resurfacing/ grindrail £11k approx. 
 
LG suggested setting up an online ‘crowdfunding’ which would allow members of Facebook group etc to 
contribute easily. 
 
Fencing for play area is in immediate priorities but there is an issue with cost. JF not had satisfactory answers 
about possible options from council officers- to pursue. MJ/JJ have discussed with new Exall & Jones shop in 
Killay who might be willing to support. 
 
JF updated that she had been chasing council officers regarding several issues including fixing the path at the 
bottom of the park which is to be done, and the broken bin by the play area. JJ reported that there is to be 
further work in the park to prevent flooding to homes which may effect the repair of the path. 
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Friends of Dunvant Park: Committee Reports 2016/17 

Chair- Joanne Fitton 

We have worked really well together for some fabulous outcomes for Dunvant Park over the last year. I want to 
thank not just the committee but also those who support us at the meeting and events. This small machine has many 
cogs, and we would not function without you all. 

We have come up against opposition to our plans for the Pavilion but we will continue to use the facility, as a 
community space, alongside the other sports groups. On a more positive note 

 1.     The Biffa Play equipment 

The play equipment has been really well received by the community and has been the focus for better respect of the 
park and what the group is trying to achieve. I am proud of what we have achieved together 

2.     Installation of picnic benches 

This is good focus area and we look for funding for more benches in the park 

3.     1, 3 and 5 year plans 

This is a good view forward, not just for us as a group but for funding and to get more locals into the group. (See 
attached) 

 4.     Legal Status 

We have worked hard with the Wales Cooperative to understand the way forward. We are moving towards a 
Community Interest Group a CIO to enable access to a wider range of funds for the park. 

Secretary- Louise Gibbard 

As always, my focus this year has been on administrative tasks and communications. We now have 215 people in the 
Facebook discussion group and 126 ‘likes’ of the public page. There are 65 people on our mailing list and of course 
we advertise all our meetings in the noticeboards in the park. However, we still have the same few (very welcome) 
faces at all our meetings. 

We have organised 3 events in the park since last AGM- the summer fun day and play equipment launch which was a 
huge success with many families attending and fantastic activities provided by Groundworks, Circus Eruption and 
others. Once again we did our Halloween ‘spooktacular’ and the Easter event is planned for Friday 21st April. Thank 
you very much to our volunteers who make cakes, run the stalls and help set up/ clean up each time.  

We have also restarted our schedule of volunteer days with litter picks and gardening tasks underway. Again, thank 
you to everyone who took part and special thanks to our PCSOs for their support (and cake pops!). 

Treasurer- Paul Dally 

The Friends of Dunvant Park funds are split into two parts – General Unrestricted Funds and a separate pot of Grants 
and Donations from outside parties.  The exact figures are shown on the attached sheet. 

Our General Funds have increased to a balance of £1219.92 as we spent very little from this fund this year and saw a 
much healthier income of £450 from membership and general and regular standing order donations.  Our three 
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events also provided a welcome income of £351.60 with much of the food such as the cakes sold kindly donated by 
our members to help boost the profit made. 

On the Grants and Donations side of the Accounts, the key item was the Biffa Award for the new Play Equipment of 
£25,416 which was fully spent.  There is a £524 surplus left over from the ASDA Grant after paying for the picnic 
tables.  The kind donation of £1000 from Jeff and Mary Jones as Councillors will be spent soon as the two new 
benches for the top end of the park are in stock and their location agreed with the Council so should be installed 
before too long. 

The CATF Grant towards researching the pavilion potential remains in surplus due to a contingency element and is 
an ongoing sum of money available for the future if required. 
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Friends of Dunvant Park: Summary of our Priorities 
 
Our achievements so far include: 
 

• Providing older children’s play equipment (including a zip wire, slide and swings) 
 

• Additional benches and picnic tables 
 

• Installing bat boxes  
 

• Wildflower, shrubs and tree planting 
 

• Organising a number of seasonal events in the Park 
 
Our immediate priorities for the future include: 
 

• Fencing around the children’s play area 
 

• Cleaning and line painting of the football / basketball court 
 

• Cleaning, line painting and netting for the tennis courts 
 

• More planting, litter bins and benches throughout the park 
 

• A small ‘grind rail’ for skateboarders 
 
Our medium term priorities include: 
 

• Resurfacing the multi sports area  
 

• A table tennis facility 
 

• Making and maintaining willow domes  
 

• The creation of a sensory garden 
 

• Installing bird boxes and bug houses  
 
Our longer term priorities include: 
 

• Painted games in the play area such as hopscotch and chess  
 

• Fencing around the multi sports area and installation of junior skate facilities 
 

• Planting less labour intensive native grasses 
 

• Expanding and resurfacing the young children’s play area 
 

• The creation of a wet area habitat  
 
 


